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territory. They pointed out that this matter of internal policing
would only take on an international complexion if the Peruvian
Government upheld the seizure of Leticia and supported the raiders.
A further proposal for a settlement by conciliation was made by Peru
on the 20th October and was again rejected by Colombia.
Meanwhile the Colombian Government had been making prepara-
tions to reassert their authority in the Leticia Trapezium. While there
was no recruiting or general mobilization, the issue of a special loan
for national defence was sanctioned by the Colombian Congress in
the third week of September,1 and there were demonstrations against
Peru in Bogota. The task of expelling the intruders from Leticia was
rendered extremely difficult by the inadequacy of communications
between the Colombian capital and the Peruvian frontier. Although
the distance from Bogota to Leticia was not more than 400 miles, the
journey, even in the dry season, took several weeks owing to tjtte
absence of roads. A road from Bogota to Caucaya on the Putumayo
River was under construction, and the work was pressed forward, but
the transport of troops along this route would not be possible for some
months, and the Government therefore decided in favour of a naval
expedition, although their ships would have to pass through the
Panama Canal and make the long journey of over 2,000 miles up the
Amazon before they would reach Leticia. By the end of December
 1932	a small flotilla of gunboats and military transports had arrived at
Para at the mouth of the Amazon. At the same time, Peruvian rein-
forcements, which included a number of aeroplanes, were reported
to be assembling near Leticia. By the end of the first week in January
 1933	the Colombian expedition had reached Manaos, about half-way
up the Amazon, but there it halted for some time—at the instance,
it was reported, of the Brazilian Government.
The neighbours of Colombia and Peru had naturally been watching
these developments with anxiety. Ecuador formally declared her
neutrality in November, but at the same time the Government called
up reserves, and the diplomatic representative of Ecuador in Washing-
ton was reported to have declared that his Government would go to
war if necessary in order to protect their rights in the Amazon Basin.
At the end of November Ecuador sent a communication to the League
of Nations explaining her concern at the situation, and her deter-
mination to prevent any violation of her territory in the event of war
between Colombia and Peru. A month later Ecuador also notified the
Governments of the other American Republics that she would claim
the right to be a party to any negotiations for revision of the 1922
1 Similar measures were taken simultaneously in Peru.

